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Many incidents occurred during that time. Almost daily
mysterious fires broke out in Madras city resulting in many deaths.
Several deaths occurred among persons who had consumed varnish.
(Prohibition was in force in Madras. Poor and uninformed persons
sometimes drank varnish or other concoctions.) There were conflicts
between bus workers and students. The arguments offered about
those issues by Annadurai and other DMK ministers as well as by
F.V. Arul [of the police department] and other officers were very
uncivilized, absurd and politically dirty. Without any mercy or
mental reservation, and in very forceful language, I criticized their
actions in Jayaberigai.
The police adopted a novel practice of bringing to the notice of
Congress leaders "objectionable" portions in the speeches and
writings of persons associated with the party.
In his capacity as president of the Tamil Nadu Congress committee,
C. Subramaniam convened a meeting of editors of newspapers that
supported the Congress. The object of the meeting was to raise the
"level" of the newspapers. As the editor of Jayaberigai, I too received
an invitation. "Why don't you go and see what happens?" Sampath
told me. Since I knew what would happen I replied: "It is not neces-
sary." I could see, however, that it would not be proper to disregard
an invitation from the president of the Tamil Nadu Congress
committee. I sent our reporter, Balan, to attend the meeting.
Even before convening the meeting Subramaniam had publicly
stated that the "level" of writing even in some nationalist newspapers
was of a low order and that on nationalist platforms too some
speakers tended to descend to the "level" of the enemies of the
Congress. I did not reject that contention then nor am I ready to
reject it now. What I did was to examine the reason for such a state
of affairs. As a reply to Subramaniam, I published an editorial under
the title: "What is our level?"
At that time poet Kannadasan was closely associated with the
newspaper, Navasakthi. A few weeks after Jayaberigai made its
appearance, Kannadasan wrote in an article: "Navasakthi is the sole
nationalist newspaper." Idid not then have close friendship with the
poet. When a close friend with whom I am in political accord makes
a mistake, I prefer to discuss it with him face-to-face. As far as
possible, I do not seek to reply to him in public. Since I was not on
such terms of close friendship with Kannadasan at that time, his
words irritated me a great deal. "Congressman should not speak the